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ORdered  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  aflembled. 
That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be,  and  are 
hereby  given  to  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Norwich, 
for  the  Sermon  by  him  preached  before  this 
Houfe  in  the  Abby-Chnrch  ,  Weflminjier  , 
Yefterday  ;  and  he  is  hereby  defir  d  to 
caufe  the  fame,  to  be  forthwith  Printed 
and  Publi  filed. 

Wm  Cowper, 

ClerJ  ParUamentor\ 


-  T\. 


The  End  and  Defgn  of  God's  Judgments : 

S  E  R  M  O  N 

Preach’d  before  the 

Houfe  of  Lords, 

AT  THE 

Abbey-Church 

WESTMINSTER , 

On  Friday,,  December  8.  1721. 

Being  the  Day  appointed  for  a  General 
Fast,  for  obtaining  the  Pardon  of  our 
Sins,  and  averting  thofe  heavy  Judgments 
we  have  moft  juftly  deferved;  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  Plague,  with  which  feveral 
other  Countries  are  at  this  Time  viilted. 


By  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  G  o  d, 

THOMAS  Lord  Bifhop  of  N  ORWICH.! 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J  o  h  n  W  y  a  t  ,  at  the  Rofe  in  j 
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I  S  A.  XXVI.  9. 

-  -  -  When  thy  ‘Judgments  are  in 
the  Earth t  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
World  will  learn  Righteoufnefs, 

T  being  the  Original  Defign  of 
God’s  creating  Mankind.,  that 
they  might  ferve  him  here  in 
Holinefs,  and  fo  be  happy  for 
ever  hereafter  ;  he  has  been  pleas’d  to  ex¬ 
ert  himfelf  towards  them  in  various  Me¬ 
thods.,  fuitable  to  their  Nature^  as  reafon- 
able  free  Creatures.,  in  order  to  produce 
that  gracious  End.  Sometimes  he  deals 
with  them  in  the  Way  of  his  Mercies  ^  by 
thofe  gentler  Difpenfations  3  endeavouring 
to  oblige  and  win  them  to  their  Duty,  and 
as  it  is  were  with  the  Cords  of  Love,  and 
the  Bands  of  a  Man  ,  as  he  exprelfeth 
himfelf  by  his  Prophet ,  Hof.  xi.  4.  to 
draw  them  to  it.  And  fometimes  he  treats 
them  in  the  Way  of  his  Judgments  j  by 
'  A3  thofe 
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thofe  feverer  Methods  forcing  them  to  con- 
fider,  how  Great  he  is,  and  how  abomina¬ 
ble  they  are,  in  perfifting  in  their  wicked 
Ways,  and  finning  again  ft  him.  The  For¬ 
mer  is  the  Way,  wherein  the  Gracious  and 
Good  God,  the  Father  of  Mercies ,  and 
Lover  of  Souls,  chiefly  delights  to  deal 
with  his  Creatures,  that  he  may  by  his 
Goodnefs ,  and  Long-fuffering ,  and  Forbear¬ 
ance  towards  them ,  as  the  Apoftle  fpcaks , 
lead  them  to  Repentance  ,  Rom.  ii.  4.  But 
the  Latter  is  the  Courfe,  which  he  very  un¬ 
willingly  takes  with  them,  when  he  is  wea¬ 
ried  with  their  continual  Provocations,  and 
they  will  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Former,  to  amend  their  evil  Doings. 

It  is  of  thefe  Latter,  the  Judgments  of 
God,  which  my  Text,  and  the  Solemn  Oc- 
eafion  of  our  Meeting  at  this  Time,  do  lead 
me  to  treat.  Which  I  fliall  do  in  this  fol¬ 
lowing  Method. 

I.  I  fliall  fhew ,  that  the  End  and  De- 
fign  of  God’s  Judgments ,  is  to  teach 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  World  to  be  R igh- 

tegiif.  s 


II.  The 

!  i  >  f  ; 
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II.  The  great  Propriety  and  Fitnefs  of 
them  to  that  End. 

III.  That  not  to  learn  Righteoufnefs  by 
the  Judgments  of  God  ,  is  an  Argu¬ 
ment  of  the  greateft  Perverfenefsj 
Wickednefs,  and  Folly. 

IV.  I  fliall  Conclude  with  an  Application 
fuitable  to  the  prefent  Solemnity. 

I.  I  fliall  fliew,  That  the  End  and  De* 
flgn  of  God’s  Judgments .  is  to  teach  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  World  to  be  Righteous.  Thy 
Judgments  ,  fays  the  Pfalmiji  unto  God  , 
Pfal.  xxxvi.  6.  arc  a  great  Deep.  And  the 
fame  alfo  is  faid  by  St.  Paul ,  Rom.  xi.  3  3. 
0  the  Depth  of  the  Riches ,  both  of  the  W if - 
dom  and  Knowledge  of  God  !  How  unfearcha - 
hie  are  his  Judgments ,  and  his  Ways  paji 
fading  out  ! 

Thus  indeed  they  often  are,  with  regard 
to  Private  Perfons  and  Families  j  fo  deep  and 
intricate,  that  we  cannot  find  out  the  Rea- 
foil  of  them.  Which  fhould  teach  us  all, 
not  to  be  too  rafli  and  hafty  in  giving  our 
Opinion  of  them,  with  Regard  to  thofe 
Private  Perfons,  as  if  they  were  undoubted¬ 
ly  greater  Sinners  than  other  Men ,  whom 

we 
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we  fee  to  be  exercifed  with  fuch  fevefe 
Difpenfations  of  God  s  Providence.  There 
may  be  many  other  excellent  Ends  for 
them,  than  that  which  we  fuppofe  ^  and 
therefore  it’s  a  great  Fault,  and  very  unjuft 
with  regard  both  to  God  and  them ,  for  us 
to  be  too  hard  and  fevere  in  our  Cen fares 
upon  thofe,  whom  we  fee  to  be  affli&ed 
with  them  :  Unlefs  forne  very  notorious 
Crimes  in  thofe  Perfons  have  been  the 
Fore-runners  of  them.  Then  indeed,  it 
becomes  us  to  take  notice  of  God’s  Juftice. 
and  to  revere  his  Vengeance  ,  and  to  learn 
From  his  Severity  upon  fuch  great  Sinners, 
to  fear  God,  and  to  avoid  thofe  Sins,  which 
have  brought  down  fuch  Judgments  from 
God  upon  them. 

But  as  to  Nations  and  Kingdoms,  when 
they  are  affli&ed  with  God  s  Judgments ,  we 
tnay  very  fafely  pronounce,  that  they  are 
the  Crying  Sins  of  thofe  Nations,:  which 
have  called  loud  for  Vengeance,  and  pro¬ 
voked  God  to  deal  with  them  in  fo  fevere  a 
Klanner.  I  do  not  fay,  that  We  ought  to 
pronounce  them  to  be  greater  Sinners,  than 
thofe  Nations  which  God  fpares  *  for  among 
Sinners,  God  may  punifli  which  of  them, 
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and  when  he  pleafes,  and  God  has  always 
undoubtedly  moft  wife  Reafons  for  what 
he  does,  in  fparing  the  one,  and  puniihing 
the  other  ;  but  thefe  he  is  not  pleafed  to 
acquaint  us  with. 

Now  the  Reafon  why  God  oftner  pu¬ 
nches  Nations,  than  fingle  Perfons,  with  his 
Judgments,  may  be  this.  A  wicked  Nati¬ 
on,  as  fuch,  can  be  punilhed  only  in  this 
World.  As  for  iingle  wicked  Perfons.  if 
God  permits  them  to  go  on  in  their  vicious 
Courfes  in  this  World,  without  feverely 
animadverting  upon  them  for  it,  there  is  a 
Time  moft  certainly  coming,  which  he  has 
given  them  fufficient  Notice  of,  that  they 
might  confider  it,  and  be  reclaimed  by  the 
Terrors  of  it,  and  if  they  will  not  now  be 
perfuaded  by  them,  he  will  then  call  them 
to  a  fevere  Account  for  them,  and  then  fhall 
they  feel  a  Judgment  worthy  of  God,  in  their 
eternal  Deftruftion. 

But  there  will  be  no  Confideration  of 
Mankind  at  that  great  Day,  as  united  in 
fuch  a  Society  as  a  Nation  ;  but  every  one 
ntuft  anfwer  for  himfelf,  and  bear  his  own 
Burthen,  which  the  righteous  judge  of 
the  World  will  then  lay  upon  him.  So 

B  that 
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that  nnlefs  a  wicked  Nation  be  punilhed  in 
this  World,  it  niuft  go  unpuniflied  as  a  Na¬ 
tion  for  ever.  God  knows  indeed.,  which 
is  the  fitteft  Time  to  fend  his  Judgments 
upon  a  wicked  Nation,  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon  that  they  do  not  always  feel  them  im¬ 
mediately,  when  others  think  that  they 
may  defcrve  them.  But  they  have  always 
Reafon  to  fear  them.,  for  at  one  Time  or 
other  they  will  come  raoft  certainly,  and 
heavily  too  '  unlefs  there  be  a  proper 
Coutfe  taken  to  prevent  them,  by  Repen¬ 
tance  and  an  Amendment  of  their  evil 
Ways. 

God’s  Judgments  upon  a  wicked  Nation, 
are  Punifbments  for  their  Sins.  But  Pu- 
nijbments  are  not  always  to  deftroy,  but 
fometimes  by  Correction  to  amend  that  Na¬ 
tion,  on  which  they  are  infli&ed.  For 
there  are  Salutary  Punifbments ,  as  well  as 
Deft  ritclrue  ones.  They  are  fevere  indeed 
to  thofe  who  are  deftroy ed  by  them  ;  but 
they  are  great  Mercies  to  thoufands  of  o- 
thers,  who  are  intended  to  be  inftrufted 
and  admoniflied  by  them  to  fear  the  Lord, 
and  to  forfake,  and  be  reformed  from  thofe 
Sins,  which  have  coft  the  Committers  of 
s  4  them 
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them  fo  dear.  So  that  the  judgments  of 
God,  which  are  abroad  in  the  Earth,  are  in¬ 
deed  the  wife  Methods,  which  the  great  Phy- 
fician  of  the  World  ufes  for  the  Cure  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

For  it  is  not  that  God  takes  Pleafure  in 
fuch  Severities,  or  that  he  delights  in  the 
Miferies  and  Calamities  of  his  Creatures, 
that  he  makes  ufe  of  fuch  harfti  and  rigo¬ 
rous  Ways  with  them.,  but  purely  out  of 
a  merciful  Defign  to  them.,  to  haften  their 
Repentance,  and  to  prevent  their  utter  Ru- 
ine.  He  always  firft  tries  the  gentler  Me¬ 
thods  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Forbearance, 
to  bring  Men  to  a  Senfe  of  their  Duty, 
and  to  an  Amendment  of  their  Ways.  But 
when  the  Perverfenefs  and  Obftinacy  of 
Men  will  not  be  wrought  upon  by  them, 
then  is  he  provoked  to  change  them  into 
Ways  of  Harfhnefs  and  Severity,  and  for- 
ceth  himfelf,  as  it  were,  againft  his  Incli¬ 
nation,  to  take  the  Rod  into  his  Hand, 
and  chaftife  them  with  it.  His  infinite 
Goodnefs  is  fo  averfe  to  Judgments,  that  he 
is  reprefented  in  Scripture,  as  not  knowing 
hardly  which  Way  to  fet  about  them  ;  and 
therefore  they  are  called  by  the  Prophet,  his 
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•  *■ 

jlrange  Work^  Ifa.  xxviij.  21.  How  loth 
does  he,  by  his  Prophet  Ho  ft  a  alfo,  declare 
himfelf  to  come  to  it,  faying,  Hof;  xi.  8. 
How  flail  1  give  thee  up  Ephraim  ?  How 
fly  all  I  deliver  thee  ljrael  ?  How  jbatt  I 
wake  thee  as  Admah  ?  How  ft  all  I  fet  thee  - 
as  Zeboim  ?  My  Heart  is  turned  within  me^ 
wy  repentings  are  kindled  together.  And  in 
other  Places  he  calls  upon  his  rebellious  Peo¬ 
ple  Ifraeft  in  the  moft  affectionate  and  mov¬ 
ing  Manner,  to  repent  of  their  Wickednefs, 
and  fo  avert  his  Judgments.  Return  thou 
backsliding  ljrael :j  faith  the  Lord ,  and  1  will 
not  caufe  mine  Anger  to  fall  upon  yok ,  for  I  am 
merciful ,  faith  the  Lordy  and  1  will  not  keep 
mine  Anger  for  ever',  only  acknowledge  that 

re  fed  again  ft  the 
13.  0  Jerufalem ,  waffy  thine 
heart  from  Wickednefs ,  that  thou  may  eft  be 
faved ,  jer.  iv.  14.  and  Again,  Bq  thou  in- 
jlrucied ,  0  Jerufalem,  left  my  Soul  depart  from 
thee,  left  I  make  thee,  deflate ,  Jer.  vi.  8.  And 
at  laft,  when  he  pours  forth  his  Judgments , 
there  is  ftill  a  fecret  Mercy  lying  hid  under 
that  Severity.  When  he  fhews  himfelf  moft 
angry  with  a  wicked  People  for  their  Sins, 
it  is  ftill  with  a  Defign  of  Pity  towards 


thou  ha ft  tranfg 
Jer.  iii.  12, 


them. 
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them.  He  is  loth  to  fee  them  perifh  in  their 
pleafant  Ways.,  and  therefore  embitters 
their  Lives  by  Miferies,  rather  than  fuffer 
them  to  be  utterly  undone  by  Softnefs  and 
Indulgence.  He  calls  them  into  the  Fur¬ 
nace  of  Affliction,  that  he  may  refine  and 
purify  them  from  their  Drofs.  He  would 
fain  have  them  repent  and  amend  their  evil 
Ways,  and  by  his  fevere  Judgments  calls 
upon  them  to  hear  the  Rod,  and  who  hath 
appointed  it  '  and  to  learn  from  thence  to  go 
and  fin  no  more ,  left  a  worfe  Ihing  come  unto 
them, and  they  be  ruined  and  undone  forever. 

That  the  Amendment  of  a  People  is  the 
Defign  of  God’s  Judgments,  is  flill  further 
evident  from  hence  alfo,  that  as  foon  as  they 
have  accomplished  the  End  he  aims  at  by 
them,  he  does  always  remove  them.  For 
undoubtedly,  there  never  was  any  Nation 
in  the  World,  that  did  not  experience  the 
Return  of  God’s  Mercy  towards  them,  in 
his  Pardoning,  and  even  in  his  Blefflng  of 
them,  upon  their  true  Repentance.  When¬ 
ever  God’s  Providence  has  made  ufe  of  his 
fharp  and  cutting  Inftruments  to  let  out  the 
Corruption  of  any  wicked  People,  and 
the  Event  has  anfwered  his  Expectation  j  he 

that 
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that  has  wounded  them,  does  then  heal 
them  ;  according  to  that  of  the  Prophet  Ho- 
fea3  vi.  i.  Come ,  and  let  us  return  unto  the 
Lord ,  for  he  hath  torn ,  and  he  will  heal  us3 
he  hath  (mitten,  and  he  will  hind  us  up. 

Nay,  if  but  the  Threatning  of  his  Judg¬ 
ments  has  the  Effedt  he  aims  at,  the  Refor¬ 
mation  of  that  People  to  whom  they  are 
threatned,  there  he  flops,  and  goes  no  fur¬ 
ther,  though  even  the  very  Time  for  them 
had  been  determined  by  him.  As  he  has 
plainly  fhewn  us  in  the  Cafe  of  Nineveh  • 
for  as  foon  as  he  (aw  their  Works  that  they 
repented  in  Earned:,  and  turned  from  their 
evil  Ways ,  he  aljo  preiently  repented  of  the 
Evil  which  he  [aid.  by  his  Prophet,  that  he 
would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did  it  not ,  Jonah 
iii.  i  o. 

And  fo  I  come  to  the  fecond  Thing  I 
propofed.  To  (hew  the  Propriety  and  Fit- 
nefsof  God’s  Judgments,  to  teach  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  World  to  be  righteous.  When 
thy  Judgments  are  in  the  Earth  ,  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  World  will  learn  Rigbteoufnefs. 

Now  this  appears  thefe  Two  Ways  * 
Firft,  they  make  Men  more  ferious  and 
difpofed  to  conlid.er ,  and  fo  put  them  into 

the 
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the  beft  Temper  for  Repentance.  Second¬ 
ly,  they  are  apt  to  raife  in  Men’s  Minds  a 
greater  Awe  and  Fear  of  God. 

Firft,  they  make  Men  more  ferious  and 
difpofed  to  confider,  and  fo  put  them  into 
the  beft  Temper  for  Repentance.  One  of 
the  great  Caufes,  if  not  the  chief,  of  the 
Wickednefs  of  Mankind,  is  want  of  Con- 
fideratiom  Thus  faith  the  Lord ,  by  his 
Prophet  Jeremiah ,  of  his  rebellious  People 
Ijrael,  Ch.  viii.  6.  No  Man  repented  him  of 
his  Wickednefs ,  faying.  What  have  I  done  ? 
Every  one  turned  to  his  Courfe ,  as  the  Horfa 
rujheth  into  the  Battel :  That  is ,  they  never 
considered  the  Evil ,  the  Folly ,  and  the 
Danger  of  their  wicked  Courfes,  whereby 
they  had  fo  long  provoked  God  ,  but  like 
that  unthinking  Animal  violently  rufh’d  on 
into  the  mid  ft  of  Perils ,  not  regarding 
what  Mifchiefs  they  were  like  to  do  them- 
felves  thereby.  If  Men  could  but  once  be 
brought  to  confider  the  Evil  of  their  Ways, 
the  Work  of  Repentance  would  foon  be¬ 
gin  to  follow  it.  It  would  be  almoft  im- 
poflible,  that  reafonable  Creatures  fhould 
continue  in  a  Courfe  of  Sin,  and  fiiould 
aft  fo  contrary  to  their  Reafon  and  their 

Con-, 
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Conference  j  to  their  own  Good  and  Inte- 
reft  in  this  World,  and  to  their  eternal  Hap- 
pinefs  in  the  next  ,  if  they  would  but  give 
themfelves  leave  to  think  and  confider  what 
they  are  a  doing,  and  whither  thofe  Cour- 
fes  will  unavoidably  lead  them  at  laft.  For 
Vice  owes  all  the  Dominion  it  has  over 
Men,  to  their  unthinking  carelefs  Way  of 
Living.  Men  ftifle  their  Reafori ,  and 
fuller  themfelves  to  be  hurried  by  Senfe 
into  the  Embraces  of  finful  Obje&s,  not 
confdering  what  the  End  of  thofe  Things 
will  be  j  what  Mifchiefs  and  Inconvenien¬ 
ces  they  may  plunge  themfelves  into  by  them 
in  this  World,  nor  what  is  like  to  become 
of  them  hereafter ,  becaufe  of  them.  So 
that  the  only  Way  to  bring  them  to  abhor 
Sin  and  Wiekednefs,  and  to  haften  their 
Repentance  for  it,  is  to  make  them  ferious 
and  difpofed  to  confider  j  and  nothing  can 
be  more  likely  to  do  that,  than  the  Terrors 
of  God’s  Judgments., 

God  has  made  Fear  a  very  prevailing 
Paffion  in  the  Soul  of  Man.  And  This  when 
rouxed,  awakens  all  its  Powrers,  to  put  forth 
their  utinoft  Efforts  for  his  Preservation. 
When  Adverfiry  and  Afdi&ion  fit  har'd  up¬ 
on 


on  Men,  they  take  oft  all  Lightnefs  and 
Vanity  of  Spirit,  and  make  them  fober  and 
attentive  to  the  Voice  of  Reafon  and  Con- 
fcience.  They  awaken  Men’s  Minds,  which 
before  were  ftupefied  with  Sin,  into  Con- 
fideration ,  and  make  Men  think  ferioufly, 
whether  they  will  or  no,  and  by  that  Means 
foften  them  for  the  Impreffions  of  wifer 
Counfels.  In  their Ajjli&mis ,fays  God,of  that 
foolifh  thonghtlefs  People,  who  w7ould  not 
before  be  prevailed  upon  by  his  Mercies,  to 
repent  and  amend  their  Ways,  they  will  leek 
me  early ,  Hof.  v.  nit.  Thofe  will  open  their 
Eyes,  and  fhew  them  their  Wickedncfs, 
and  that  will  put  them  upon  the  moil:  eft 
feftual  Ways  to  make  their  peace  with  God, 
and  to  feek  his  Mercy,  by  a  true  Repen¬ 
tance  and  Reformation.  Juft  fuch  was  the 
Cafe  of  the  Prodigal  j  he  never  thought 
of  returning  to  his  Father,  till  pinching 
Hunger  and  extreme  Neceftity  forced  him. 
They  brought  him  to  confider  how  greatly 
he  had  finned  againft  God  and  his  Father, 
and  that  brought  him  to  refolve  on  a  Re¬ 
turn  to  him. 

Secondly,  God’s  Judgments  are  apt  to 
jaife  in  Men's  Minds  a  greater  Awe  and 
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Fear  of  him,  and  thereby  to  teach  them 
to  be  Righteous.  Though  there  are  home 
Sinners,  it  may  be,  of  fo  pliable  and  ealy  a 
Temper,  as  to  be  reclaimed  by  milder  and 
fofter  Methods  j  fuch  on  whom  the  Threat- 
nings  of  Judgments  may  have  the  happy  - 
Influence  of  reducing  them  to  good  ;  yet 
there  are  others  likewife,  and  they  generally 
the  far  greater  Number,  fo  hardened  by 
long  Habits  of  Vice,  grown  fo  headftrong 
and  obftinate  in  their  evil  Ways,  and  fo 
madly  bent  upon  their  own  Ruin,  that  to 
try  to  reclaim  thefe  by  gentler  Arts  of  Per- 
fuaiion  is  to  no  Purpofe.  T he  only  Way 
then  left  to  deal  with  them ,  is  Rigor  and  Se¬ 
verity.  When  Sinners ,  fays  a  late  great  Di¬ 
vine,  are  thus  be  hides  themjeheSj  fontething 
that  looks  like  Cruelty ,  is  perhaps  the  greatejl 
Mercy  that  can  be  jhown  to  them ,  as  being 
the  only  thing  that  can  bring  them  to  them- 
felves  again. 

This  God  beholds,  and  therefore  applies 
his  Remedies  accordingly.  Then  he  leaves 
oh  Threatning  ,  and  proceeds  to  an  aftual 
Infliction  of  his  Judgments.  And  when 
inch  In  fiances  of  God’s  Vengeance  do  lie 
heavy  upon  a  wicked  People,  thefe  are 

apt 
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apt  to  awaken  even  the  ftupid  and  catelefs, 
and  to  ftrike  upon  their  Minds  a  greater 
Awe  and  Dread  of  God  ,  than  any  Judg¬ 
ments  ,  though  very  fevere,  upon  fingle 
Perfons  only  are  apt  to  do.  The  Fame 
thereof  reaches  further  ,  and  is  more  terri¬ 
ble.  Wicked  Men  are  oftentimes  wont  to 
encourage  themfelves  in  Wickednefs  by  their 
Numbers.  But  when  they  hear  of  the  hea¬ 
vy  Wrath  of  God  poured  out  upon  whole 
Nations,  for  their  Impieties  ,  as  by  violent 
Inundations  of  Water,  by  a  devouring  Fire, 
by  fudden  and  furprizing  Earthquakes,  by 
a  dreadful  Famine,  by  a  raging  Pcftilence, 
by  a  lingring  and  deftroying  War,  by  dif- 
mal  Storms  of  Wind,  and  the  like  :  This  is 
enough,  one  would  think,  to  make  the 
ftrongeft  and  ftouteft  Combinations  of  Sin¬ 
ners  to  tremble  and  grow  pale.  When  they 
hear  or  fee  how  Great,  how  Mighty,  how 
Terrible  the  Lord  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth 
is,  from  whofe  all-feeing  Eyes  none  of  their 
Sins  can  be  conceal'd,  and  whom  no  Num¬ 
bers,  no  Powers  are  able  to  withftand  or  re¬ 
fill  ,  when  he  arifes  terribly  to  take  Ven¬ 
geance  upon  an  ungodly  People  :  This,  if 
any  Thing,  will  affrighten  the  moil  bold 

C  2  and 
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and  daring  Sinners  into  a  fpecdy  Repen¬ 
tance  of  their  wicked  Ways. 

Whereas,  if  God  fhould  always  fuffer  a 
wicked  People,  to  go  on  without  any  fuch 
fevere  Checks  in  their  Impieties  j  This, 
(confidering  the  Pronenefs  of  Mankind  to 
Wickednefs,)  would  tempt  others- to  think, 
that  they  may  faftly  do  fo  too,  and  fo  by 
Degrees  would  go  a  great  way  towards 
roofing  all  S'enfe  of  Goodneis  and  Religion 
out  of  the  World.  And  therefore  to  pre¬ 
vent  Tha  t,  which  would  be  the  fad  deft  Ca¬ 
lamity  of  all  to  Mankind,  when  his  Mercy 
and  Patience  have  been  long  defpis’d,  God 
fullers  his  juftice  and  Judgments  to  take 
place  ;  that  Men  may  be  forced  to  Fear 
him,  who  is  fo  terrible  in  his  Doings,  and 
to  turn  unto  him  that  fmiielh  them.  Which 
brings  roe  to  the  Third  Thing  I  propofed, 

III.  That  not  to  learn  Righteoufnefs  by 
the  Judgments  of  God,  is  an  Argument  of 
the  greateft  Perverfenefs,  W  ickeanefs,  and 
Folly.  This  Effeft  might  in  Reafon  be  ex-  ; 
pefted.  That  from  the  Terriblenefs  of  God’s 
Judgments  the  Inhabitants  of  the  World 
fliquld  be  induced  to  reform  and  amend  their 
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evil  Ways.  And  yet  it  fometimes  happens 
otherwife ,  and  they  prove  inefFediual  to 
that  End.  There  are  home  Tempers  ftrange- 
ly  refra&ory,  perverfe,  and  obftinate  *  and 
Sin,  when  it  has  been  long  continued  in, 
is  of  an  infatuating  Nature,  and  renders 
Men  incorrigible.  Of  this ,  wicked  Ahab 
was  a  remarkable  Inllance  j  of  whom  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  has  recorded,  to  his  e- 
ternal  Infamy,  that  in  the  time  of  his  Di* 
jbrei's ,  he  finned  yet  more  again fi  the  Lord, 
2  Chron.  xxviii.  22.  Such  likewiie  did  the 
obdurate  Egyptians  fliew  themfelves  to  be. 
Every  new  Addition  of  a  Plague  did  lfill 
but  more  and  more  harden  their  Hearts,  and 
made  them  lefs  willing  to  obey  God,  in. 
letting  the  Ifraelites  go.  And  this,  to  their 
Shame  be  it  fpoken,  was  the  Temper  of 
God’s  own  People,  the  Children  of  Ifraef3 
who  were  fo  far  from  being  reformed  by 
the  feveral  fore  Judgments ,  which  God  in- 
fli&ed  upon  them  lor  their  Sins ,  that  they 
ftill  multiplied  their  Provocations ,  and 
grew  but  worfe  and  worfe  for  their  Cor- 
re&ion  ;  which  occalion’d  God’s  defponding 
Complaint  of  them,  for  their  Incorrigible- 
nefs,  by  his  Prophet  If  at  ah ,  Ch.  i.  5.  faying. 


1 8  A  Fall-Sermon  before  the 

Why  jbould  ye  be  Jlricken  any  wore ,  ye  mill  re¬ 
volt  wore  and  wore  ? 

Put  this  certainly  is  the  worft  of  Tempers., 
and  ufually  is  but  a  fad  Prefage  of  the  ut¬ 
ter  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion  of  thofe  in  whom 
it  is  found.  Such  it  was  mo  ft  certainly  in 
all  thofe  Inftances,  I  have  juft  now  named. 
All  Ahabh  Houfe}  though  very  numerous, 
were  quickly  after  entirely  deftroy’d.  All 
Pharaoh's  Chariots ,  his  Hoft,  and  his  Cap¬ 
tains,  were  dafli’d  in  Pieces,  and  drowned 
in  the  Red-Sea.  And  Ijrael  foon  after  that 
became  a  Prey  to  their  Enemies,  who  mife- 
rably  destroyed  them,  and  carried  them  in¬ 
to  a  fad  Captivity  in  a  ftrange  Land,  from 
which  they  never  returned  to  this  very  Day. 
Moft  dreadful  therefore  is  the  Anger  of  God, 
when  his  Patience,  being  long  defpifed,  is 
vat  daft  turned  into  Fury  !  - 

For  this  Rcaion,  what  di  final  and  terri¬ 
ble  Deftru&ions  has  he  brought  upon  the 
Earth  ;  at  one  Time,  deftroying  a  whole 
World  of  Sinners  ,  by  an  irreiiftible  De¬ 
luge,  after  he  had  a  long  Time  ft  rove  with' 
them,  by  lelfer  Judgments  to  reclaim  them  ? 
For  this.  Five  great  Cities ,  deaf  to  all  his 
former  Warnings,  were  at  laft  confunied  by 

Fire 
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Fire  and  Brimftone  rained  upon  them  from 
Heaven ,  and  are  fet  forth  for  an  Example , 
fifering  the  Vengeance  of  eternal  Tire.  For  the 
Incorrigiblenefs  of  their  Inhabitants ,  under 
God’s  gentler  Severities  ,  many  have  been 
the  Alterations  and  Changes.,  and  Dc folati- 
ons  of  feveral  great  and  mighty  Kingdoms, 
and  many  flourifiiing  Churches  ruined,  fo 
that  nothing  but  the  Names  of  them  do  now 
remain,  and  the  very  Places  thereof  are  al- 
nioft  forgotten.  And  Foolifli  therefore  muft 
it  needs  be  to  the  laft  Degree,  as  well  as 
Wicked  ,  for  weak  Mortals,  poor  finful 
Creatures,  to  contend  with  the  Mighty  God 
for  the  Maftery.  He  always  had,  and  ever 
will  have  the  better.  God  will  not  be  out¬ 
braved  by  the  Sins  of  Men.  But  if  they  will 
Bill  remain  impenitent ,  under  his  leffer 
Judgments ,  he  will  Bill  punifli  them  more 
and  more  for  their  Sins,  and  add  greater 
and  greater  Severities,  till  he  has  quite  de-. 
ftroyed  them.  If  they  will  not  glorify  him 
by  their  Repentance  ,  for  his  Forbearance 
and  Long-fuffering,he  will  get  himfelf  Glo¬ 
ry  upon  them  by  their  DeftrucHon.  0  con- 
fider  this  all  ye  that  forget  God  ,  lejl  he  pluck 
you  aw  ay ,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver  you  ! 

And 
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And  fo  I  come  in  the  laft  Place  to  make  ah 
Application  fuitable  to  the  prefentSoleinnity . 

We  are  met  this  Day,  by  the  Command 
of  our  moft  Religious  and  Gracious  Sove¬ 
reign,  to  implore  God's  Mercy  in  the  Par¬ 
don  of  our  Sins,  and  in  averting  thofe 
Judgments ,  which  we  have  the  greateft  Rea- 
fon  to  fear,  becaufe  of  them  *  and  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  moft  grievous  and  heavy  one  of 
a  Devouring  Teftilence ,  with  which  feveral 
other  Countries  have  lately  been,  and  fome 
are  at  this  Time  vifited  *  and  which  has 
more  efpecially  fo  violently  raged  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  Country,  that  within  the  Compafs 
of  a  little  more  than  one  Year,  it  has  laid 
wafte  many  large  Villages,  and  almoft  de¬ 
populated  feveral  very  flourifliing  Cities :  A 
Peftilence ,  fo  various  in  its  Attacks ,  that  it 
has  hitherto  eluded  all  the  Arts  of  Phyftek 
to  find  out  Remedies  proper  for  it  *  a  Pejti - 
/e«ce,whichnotwithftandingall  the  Force  that 
has  been  employed  to  keep  it  within  Bounds, 
and  tire  Methods  that  have  been  taken  to 
put  a  Scop  to  it,  hath  ftill,  in  Defiance  of 
them  all,  marched  in  Triumph,  as  it  were, 
through  feveral  Parts  of  that  unhappy  King- 
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dom,  fpreading  its  deadly  Infe&ion  id  un~ 
controulably,  firft  on  one  Side,  and  then 
on  another,  as  if  it  threatned  to  go  through 
the  whole  Land.  And  whether  or  no  it 
may  not  at  laft  involve  the  neighbouring 
Nations,  and  ours  among  the  reft,  in  the 
fame  moft  fatal  and  dreadful  Calamity,  God 
alone  knows. 

It  is  now  Fifty  Five  Years,  fince  this  Na¬ 
tion  was  infe&ed  with  any  Fejlilential  Difiem- 
per  j  a  Space  of  Time  longer  than  ever  this 
Nation  was  known  to  have  efcaped  the  like 
before.  Not  that  we  have  lefs  deferved 
fuch  a  Judgment  than  our  Fathers  before  us 
did,  (  I  wifh  I  could  fee  any  Reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that; )  but  it  has  been  owing  to  God’s 
wonderful  Mercy  alone  towards  us,  that  he 
has  fpared  us  fo  long  from  fo  fevere  a 
Scourge. 

For  it  has  plea  fed  God,  like  a  prudent 
and  indulgent  Father,  by  various  Methods 
of  his  Providence  towards  this  Nation,  of 
late  Years,  to  endeavour  to  bring  us  to  a 
Confideration  of  our  wicked  Ways,  that  we 
might  amend  them.  One  while  inviting 
us  to  it  by  many  Bleftlngs,  and  at  another 
trying  to  reclaim  us  by  the  Severity  of  hk 

13  Judg” 
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judgments,  and  then  gracioufly  removing 
them  again  ■  as  he  dealt  with  his  own  Peo¬ 
ple  the  Jews,  whom  he  was  loth  to  give  up 
fully  to  them. 

It  is  Rill  frefh  in  the  Memory  of  moft  of 
us,  how,  but  a  very  few  Years  fince,  for 
our  Lukewarmnefs  in  the  beft  and  pu- 
reft  Religion  in  the  World,  for  our  Dif- 
regard  to,  and  grofs  Contempt  of  the  holy 
Duties  of  it, .  we  were  well  nigh  being  de¬ 
prived  of  the  glorious  Light  of  it,  which 
flione  in  upon  us  at  the  Reformation,  and  be¬ 
ing  carried  back  into  an  Egyptian  Darkncfs 
of  Popery,  and  the  Bondage  of  Tyranny 
and  Slavery  along  with  it.  While  the  Fears 
of  Ipfing  our  Religion  were  upon  us,  and 
Idolatry,  Superftition  and  Slavery,  feemed 
to  be  coming  upon  us  with  a  high  Hand,  it 
was  indeed  obferved,  that  Men  did  appear 
more  truly  concerned  for  it,  more  devout 
in  their  Prayers,  and  more  ferious  than  or¬ 
dinary  in  other  religious  Duties.  But  all 
this  was  but  in  Appearance  only.  For  no 
fooner  did  God  in  his  great  Mercy  raife  up  a 
Deliverer  for  us,  our  late  Gracious  Sovereign 
King  W  j  l  L  i  A  m,  cf  Glorious  Memory ,  and 
wonderfully  conduct  him  hither  for  opr 
_  '  Relate, 


Houfe  of  Lords,  Dec.  8, 172 1.  23 

Refcue,  making  all  Oppofition,  in  a  moft 
furprizing  Manner,  to  fall  before  him  *  but 
we,  foon  forgetting  our  Fears  and  God’s  Mer¬ 
cy  together,  return’d  again  to  our  old  In- 
differency  for  Religion,  and  for  the  Sacred 
Duties  of  it.  • 

Upon  this,  we  were  engaged  in  a  long 
and  expensive  War,  in  which,  though  God 
was  pleas’d  to -.give  us  many  very  confide- 
rable  Succefles-  and  glorious  Victories,  yet 
the  Lofs  of  fo  many  of  our  brave  Country¬ 
men,  who  were  cut?  off  by  it,  and  the  Decay 
of  our  Riches  and  Strength  which  attended 
it,  and  the  inconfiderable  Advantages  which 
we  gained  in  the  Conclufion  of  it,  in  Re¬ 
gard  to  what,  ( as  wife  Men  thought )  wc 
might  juftly  have  expefted,  do  all  fhew  it 
to  have  been  a  very  fevere  Judgment  upon  us. 

During  this  War,  though  God  was  loth  to 
fuffer  us  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  Men,  yet 
he  was  pleas’d  to  punifii  ushimfelf  by  fo  fu¬ 
rious  and  dreadful  a  Storm  of  Wind,  in 
which  many  of  our  Ships  were  loft  at  Sea, 
and  fuch  incredible  Mifchief  and  Damage 
was  done  by  Land,  that  the  like  is  not  to  be 
parallel’ d  in  any  of  our  Hiftories. 

D  a 
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Next  to  thefe,  while  we  were  yet  endea¬ 
vouring  to  repair  thofe  Breaches.,  which  the 
juft: now-mentioned  Calamities  had  made  in 
the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  the  Nation  ‘  fee 
how  terribly  God  did  of  late  {hew  his  An¬ 
ger  againft  us  in  another  Way,  by  giving 
us  up  to  our  felves,  and  chaftifing  us  very 
feverely  by  one  another. 

It  is  the  Obfervation  of  a  late  Great  and 
Pious  Prelate,  that  when  Impiety  and  Wicked¬ 
ness  are  at  the  highejl  Pitch  in  a  Nation^  then 
they  them  I  elves  are  the  only  proper  Injlruments 
to  punifh  one  another.  This  was  the  fad  Fate 
of  the  Jewijh  Nation,  when  their  Iniquities 
•were  come  to  the  full.  As  God  had  foretold 
by  his  Prophet,  that  their  own  Wickedness 
Jlonld  correB  them ,  Jer.  ii.  19.  fo  it  hapned 
to  them.  The  Romans ,  their  Enemies,  Were 
gentle  to  them,  in  refpeft  of  their  own  evil 
Doings  towards  one  another.  N<we,  fays  he, 
hut  their  own  barbarous  j elves  were  capable  of 
So  much  Cruelty  and  Inhumanity ,  as  they  expe* 
rienced  from  them j elves ,  and  was  indeed  rc- 
quifite  to  punifh  them  to  Jhrh  a  Degree ,  as 
their  Sins  had  deServed. 

May  we  not  juftly  fay,  that  fomething 
very  like  this  has  been  our  Cafe  ?  Such  an 

unbound- 
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unbounded  Covetoufnefs,  and  unfatisfied 
Love  of  Money,  as  was  never  known  before 
in  this  Nation,  having  of  late,  ( to  the  Ac¬ 
cumulation  of  all  our  other  manifold  Impie¬ 
ties  )  fhown  it  felfamongft  us,  by  theuni- 
verfal  Inclination  of  all  Ranks  of  Men  and 
W omen  too  to  excelfive  Gaming,  God  was 
pleas’d  to  permit  the  Wickednefs  of  fome, 
and  the  Folly  of  others,  to  be  the  Occafion 
of  bringing  fuch  a  Curfe  and  Blaft  upon  us, 
as  never  was  felt  before  by  this  Nation  ;  by 
which  we  have  been  all  of  a  fudden  ftrange- 
ly  impoverifhed  in  the  Midft  of  Plenty,  our 
Riches  having  made  themfelves  Wings,  and 
flying  away  no  body  knows  whither  ‘  and 
more  Families  and  Angle  Perfons  have  been 
undone  and  ruined,  than  hardly  ever  were 
known  to  have  been  fo,  by  the  moft  tedi¬ 
ous  and  lingring  War. 

This  is  the  fad  State  into  which  we  are 
plunged,  and  it  will  require  great  Prudence, 
and  a  long  Time  to  deliver  us  from  the  dif- 
mal  Effefts  of  this  Calamity.  I  pray  God 
infpire  thofe,  who  have  the  Management 
of  our  Affairs,  with  Wifdom  fuitable  to 
the  Exigence  of  them. 

vJ 
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But  if  after  all  this.,  God  fhould  be 
pleafed  to  fend  among  us  that  dreadful 
Scourge  of  the  Devouring  Pejhlence,  which 
we  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  fear.,  this  rnuft 
of  Neceffity  compleat  our  Ruin.  I  am 
fure  it  can  hardly  be  expe&ed  that  he  fliould 
not,  if  we  fliould  ftill  go  on  in  thofe  Sins 
without  Repentance,  which  have  provoked 
him  to  fend  thofe  Judgments  upon  us  al  ready. 

For  furely,  all  this  is  not  for  nothing, 
that  God  has  brought  us  thus  low,  and  does 
ftill  threaten  to  bring  us  lower,  with  more 
and  more  heavy  Judgments.  No  ,  the  Rea¬ 
fon  is  plainly  this,  that  we  are  ftill  Impeni¬ 
tent.  Notwithftanding  the  difmal  Calami¬ 
ties  we  have  already  felt,  Wickednefs  ftill 
overflows  the  Nation  like  a  mighty  Deluge, 
fo  as  to  overfpread  all  Ranks  and  Orders  of 
Men  amongft  us.  Do  not  our  Eyes  behold 
it  continually,  in  the  open  Atheifm,  Pro- 
phanenefs  and  Impiety  *  in  the  Hypocrify 
and  Diffimulation j  in  the  Contempt  of 
God  and  his  holy  Worfhip :  in  the  Propha- 
nation  of  his  holy  Day  •  in  the  bold  Infi¬ 
delity,  and  Denying  the  Lord  that  bought  us  j 
in  the  dreadful  Abufe  of  God’s  Great  and 
Glorious  Name,  by  the  horrid  Oaths,  Cur- 

fes. 
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fes,  and  Imprecations,  which  are  heard  con¬ 
tinually  in  our  Streets,  and  in  the  Places  of 
Concourfe  and  Converfation  •  in  the  Pra-  . 
£fice  of  the  moft  filthy  and  abominable 
Luffs  ;  in  the  Lewdnefs  and  Luxury  ;  in 
the  Oppredlon  and  Injufiice  j  in  the  im¬ 
placable  Malice  and  Hatred  of  one  towards 
another  j  and  in  our  fenfelefs  Divifions 
and  Animofities,  without  Caufe  and  with¬ 
out  End,  which  reign  every  where  ? 

And  can  we  then  hope  for  Peace  and  Mer¬ 
cy,  fo  long  as  our  Abominations  are  fo  ma¬ 
ny  ?  May  we  net  much  rather  fear,  that 
God  fhould  pour  forth  the  Severity  of  his 
Anger  upon  us,  until  he  hath  confumed  us, 
and  there  be  no  efcaping  ?  O  let  us  all  there¬ 
fore,  as  we  have  too  freely  contributed  to 
the  heavy  load  of  Guilt  which  lies  upon  the 
Nation,  by  our  many  and  grievous  Sins  a- 
gainft  the  Divine  Majefty,  apply  our  felves  • 
heartily  to  the  great  Duties  of  this  Day,  a 
ferious  and  deep  Repentance  and  Humilia¬ 
tion  of  our  felves  before  Almighty  God  for 
them.  Who  know's,  but  that  fo  doing, 
we  may  ftill  find  Mercy  with  a  meft  mer¬ 
ciful  God  ?  Since  Teqce  is  not  yet  wholly 
hid  from  onr  eyes ,  C>  let  us  all  be  inftru&ed, 

and 
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and  in  this  our  Day  fee  the  Things  that  belong 
to  it !  Let  us  all  jeek  the  Lord  while  he  may 
be  found,  and  cry  mightily  unto  him  for  the 
Pardon  of  our  many  and  abominable  Pro¬ 
vocations.  Let  the  wicked  for  fake  his  l fay, 
and  the  unrighteous  Man  his  Thoughts ,  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord  with  all  his  Heart ,  and 
with  all  his  Soul,  that  Cod  may  alfo  be  in  treat¬ 
ed  to  turn  from  his  ferce  Anger ,  that  we  pe¬ 
ri  (h  not. 

La  fly ,  To  our  Repentance  and  Prayers., 
let  us  add  alfo  our  liberal  Alms,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Counfel  given  by  the  Prophet 
Daniel  to  'Nebuchadne%'&ar ,  Let  us  break  of 
our  Sins  by  Right  eoufnefs,  and  our  Iniquities 
by  foewing  Mercy  to  the  Poor ,  if  Jo  be  it  may 
be  a  lengthning  of  our  1  ranquillity. 

Now  to  Cod  the  Father ,  God  the  Son,  and 
God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  aferibed,  as  is 
mof  due,  all  Honour,  Glory  and  Pra/fe, 
both  now  and  for  evermore.  Amen, 


F  I  N  /  :  *5: 

£.  *  . 


